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Outgoing U.S. Attorney Says 
indictments Were D leeks s’ 
— Criticizes Bentsen 



By MARTIN WALDRON 

Special to The New York Times 

HOUSTON, Dee. 30— A retir- 
ing Republican United States 
Attorney said today that top 
Justice Department officials, 
whom he referred to as “those 
yo-yo’s of Disneyland North- 
east,” blocked the proposed 
indictment of then Texas Gov. 
Preston Smith and several other 
state officials in a stock scan- 
dal. 

Anthony J. P. Farris left the j 
office this morning, Confirrna-| 
tion of his reappointment as.- 
the United States Attorney fori 
Southeast Texas was success- 
fully opposed last year by Sen- 
ator Lloyd M. "Bentsen Jr., a| 
Democrat. 

At a news conference this af- 1 
temoon, Mr. Ferris said that 
former Governor Smith and 
other top state officials were 
deeply involved in the Sharps- 
town stock! scandal. in. 1970 and 
1971 and that he so. reported 
in a memorandum to the Jus- 
tice Department. 


Ji u 

spn^ 

it. ho sain Honrv v.. oolot- 
chief of the Criminal Divi- 

sion 

of the Justice Department, 

and 

then Attorney General 

Richard G. Kh'indienst veioea 

most 

of the proposed indict- 


menl s. 

“They have a thing against 
prosecuting people in oflict,” 
Mr. Farris said, adding that the 
Justice Department always in- 
sisted on a “280 rcr cent” case 
Where an elected official was 
involved. 

6ays He Starttd to Dig 

During the news conference, 
which was held on the tenth 
floor of a skyscraper slili under 
construction but already partly 
open in downtown Houston, 
Mr. Farris accused Senator 
Bentsen of blocking a second 
foui-ytar term for him because 
“I started to dig through the! 
dirt and corruption of the! 
Soutti Texas political bosses.” 

He said that Mr. Bentsen, who 
is an undeclared candidate for 
the Democratic nomination for! 
President, owed his first clcc-; 
tion to liit House after World; 
War II and his later election to I 
the Senate in 1970 to these! 
“bosses.” I 

.Senator Bentsen's office is- • 


sued a statement, quoting him ( 
as stwing. "Mr Parris's rom-i 
imutt s are strictly sour grapts. 1 
In blocking hi'-, appointment. ! 
was meioly following the lead 
of the Rcptihir. an Attorney Ge- 
neral and Mr. Fanis's other su- 
periors who had removed him 
from tiie Siiarontown case.” 

Mr; 1'uiiij SO liiL. 

•Shaipslowu case that despite 
millions stolen -from the Jesuit 
(order, despite many innocent 
bank depositors and stockhol- 
ders suffering losses, Mr. Farris 
let the admitted central figurt 
go free. 

“Also, if. is amusing that the 
mentioned South Texas politi- 
cal bosses launching rue into 
polities, since I made my entry 
into politics running against 


Happy Interview 
Mr. hams appeared to be 
thoroughly enjoying himself 
during the our-long interview, 
occasionally, h<- broke into a 
grin. | 

Galling Mr. Bentsen “L.B.J.i 
with a button-down collar,” Mr.! 
Fanis said the Senator needed! 
tbs support of “bosses” such ! 
ns George Parr, the so-called 
Duke of Duval” County, and 
Sheriff Rene Soliz of* Starr 
County, if lie was to win the 
nomination for President. 

“I prosecuted Soliz for steal- 
ing votes and Parr for not pay- 
ing his taxes,” Mr. Farris said. 

He said that Senator Bentsen 
had never tried to interfere in 
either case, but that during the 
investigation of Mr. Soliz and 
Mr. Parr “a Congressman close 
to Senator Bentsen,” Repre-j 
sentative Eligio dc la Garza, a! 
Democrat, “talked to me and! 
told me I was politically naive, ! 
that Bentsen was going to be! 
senator. He was right.” 

, Soliz was sentenced' 

to 30 days in jail on the vote-! 
stealing charge, and Mr. Parr! 
was sentenced to five years.! 
Mr. Parr’s conviction is now 
on appeal. 

Efforts to reach Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Parr for comment were' 
unsuccessful. 

Lost in Duval County 
tn 1-970. in the Democratic 1 

Sen n m ry ’ M „ r ‘ . B , cntS( '" <l; 'icuted j 
urn 1 t k ?alph Yarborough i 
wi e o' But in Dl,val County,! 
hnM tlC Parr organization 

sen ?rT a v tf ? C vote wns Bent- 1 
sei ’’ 2 H Yarborough, 3,993. ; 

Mr F arris, who was appoint- 1 

1909 L ''] lU ' d • S,ilfss Attorney in 
’ y ,, Prwidcnt Nixon, 

stayed m office after his term 
expired because a ' successor 
had not been named. : 

He said that Senator Bentsen! 
had knowingly made “fatso J 
statements” in criticizing the! 
way the Sharps to v/n scandal’ 
was bandied by Mr. F arris. i 

in the Sharpslown case, (lie 
Houston speculator Frank VV, 
Sharp manipulated a state 
hank, an insurance company 
and a stock issue. Mr. Smith 
’hen governor, and several oili- 
n' state officials made large 
profits by trailing in the stock! 
with money lent to them by Mr ! 
Sharp. 

Fourteen persons have been 1 
convicted or pleaded guiilv ini 
i-ederal Court to crimes -vow- 
■ng out of 1 1 io scandal, Thro” 
have been convicted in stal- 
i o m t . 

Mr. Sharp plea led guiilv if 
•wo felonies and was pul on 
p-obation bv Federal District 
Judge John V. Singleton. 



